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Devotional Article RIEFEZ

A Faith like Demons?

Timothy Yee Tze Siong | Faculty-in-Development

James 2:19 (ESV): You believe that God is one; you do well. Even
the demons believe—and shudder!

The theme of the pericope of James 2:14-26, namely, the relationship between genuine faith and works, is
introduced and articulated with the rhetorical inquiry in vs.14: “What good is it, my brothers, if someone
says he has faith but does not have works? Can that faith save him?”! This double-barreled question not
only sets the tone for the pericope but underscores the epistle’s central concern: the salvific insufficiency
of a workless faith. The Apostle James reinforces the central thrust that faith apart from works is dead by
deliberate repetition in regular intervals throughout the passage (vs.17, 20, and 26), thus maintaining the
indispensability of works in authentic faith.

James substantiates his argument by first appealing to an ethical analogy (vs. 15-16): verbal expressions of
goodwill directed toward a destitute brother or sister are deemed ineffectual if unaccompanied by any
tangible assistance to alleviate their situation. Just as mere verbal expressions of goodwill to the destitute
yield no benefit to the needy, so faith without any accompanying works yields no benefit to the believer.
The analogy bridges ethical action and genuine faith, illustrating that genuine faith necessarily expresses
itself in works.

Jas 2:18-20 continues with the epistle’s sustained polemic against a faith without works. In vs.18, James
introduces a rhetorical interlocutor to anticipate and dismantle the objection raised that faith and works
can be separated, leading to a division between them. James’ challenge, “Show me your faith apart from
works, and | will show you my faith by my works,”?2 reiterates the author's position by a request that
borders on sarcasm, for it would be impossible to demonstrate faith in the absence of visible, tangible
works.

James proceeds with his argument by appealing to an abbreviated form of the Shema, emphasising the
central monotheistic confession in vs.19, a confession that is foundational for both Judaism and
Christianity. He does so not to reject its validity and necessity but to demonstrate its inadequacy in
isolation. The phrase kaA®¢ molelg (You do well) initially seems commendatory. Yet James immediately
undercuts it with biting irony: “Even the demons believe—and shudder,”3 highlighting that even demons
express a belief in the divine. Moo insightfully observes the irony here: the demons at least respond to
their belief with fear, suggesting a more existential engagement in comparison to the empty profession of
those who claim faith without works.*

Yet, despite possessing such faith, the demons remain condemned. As aptly summarised by Schreiner:
“Faith that is merely intellectual, or faith that claims to believe but is bereft of any action, is no better than
‘the faith’ of demons.”> A faith that does not manifest itself in works remains salvifically barren—placing
its possessor in the same spiritual category as demons: orthodox in confession, yet condemned in reality.

[1] Jas 2:14 (ESV).

[2] Jas 2:18b (ESV).

[3] Jas 2:19b (ESV).

[4] Douglas J. Moo, The Letter of James, Pillar New Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans, 2000), 131.

[5] Thomas Schreiner, “Do Paul and James Disagree on Justification by Faith Alone? The Gospel Coalition (April 21, 2017):
(https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/do-paul-james-disagree-on-justification-by-faith-alone/ (accessed October 1, 2025).
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Orientation-6th to 8th January 2026

Stanley Victor a/l Selvanathan | Year 1 student (BD)

The STM orientation was held from the 6th to 8th
January 2026. | was warmly welcomed by the
student body EXCO upon my arrival on the 5th of
January 2026.

As the orientation began in this new environment,
| didn’t feel awkward at all because the people
around me were friendly and fun. Over the three
days, we were involved in different kinds of
sessions. The main purpose of these sessions was
to help us understand the whole system of STM.
Not only did we learn about the STM system, we
also learned about personal characteristics
through a session conducted by Dss. Dr. Tan Swee
Bee.

On the second day, we had a guided tour of the
premises, which was useful in helping us navigate
through the various spaces within STM. (for
example: the library, classrooms, music class,
etc.). After that, we went bowling. It was a great
time spent with new students, lecturers and the
Exco.

The final day of the orientation was very different.
It focused mainly on silent reflection and
meditation which was led by Pr. Yew Kuan Yee. |
felt peaceful, and | also felt touched by the Holy
Spirit and learned some new things. After lunch,
we had Holy Communion, similar to how the early
church practiced it. This was interesting and was
conducted very well. Throughout the three days,
we had worship and devotion sessions. The
worship was good, and the devotions were very
encouraging for me. In particular, Mr. Timothy Yee
inspired me with his sermon and his deep
knowledge.

Overall, the orientation was good. If there were
pros, there must also be cons. One of the cons was
that the interpretation made some sessions feel
draggy and the timing of each session was too
long.

| would like to appreciate the Exco team for the
well planned orientation. The programs started
punctually and they also organized the treasure
hunt game excellently. Thank you for the
wonderful orientation. | truly enjoyed it, and it was
a good opportunity to meet new people.



Memulai fasa hidup yang

baru sebagai pelajar

Harissa a/p Rozali | Pelajar Tahun 1 (BTh)

Sejujurnya sebelum saya mendaftar masuk ke
Seminari Theoloji Malaysia, Seremban, saya tidak
melakukan apa-apa persediaan secara fizikal
ataupun mental. Saya sebenarnya belum bersedia
sepenuhnya untuk meneruskan penggajian saya di
STM. Saya datang ke STM dengan hati yang
berserah penuh kepada Tuhan dan mengikut arus
keadaan yang Tuhan sudah sediakan bagi saya.

Hari pertama saya menjejakkan kaki ke kampus
STM saya mengalami kejutan budaya. Saya sangat
terkejut dan berasa asing melihat persekitaran dan
orang-orang disekeliling saya. Perasaan tidak layak
menjadi pelajar di kampus ini tiba-tiba muncul.
Saya merasa diri sangat kerdil diantara pelajar
yang lain. Tetapi perasaan itu lenyap setelah
mengikuti minggu orientasi, dan pandangan saya
terhadap STM mulai berubah dan banyak hal yang
saya pelajari melalui orientasi tersebut.
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Kehidupan di kampus STM adalah suasana yang
sangat baru bagi saya, kerana selama ini saya tidak
pernah mempunyai pengalaman tinggal dalam
kampus dan hidup berkomuniti seperti yang saya
alami sekarang ini di STM. Sejak hari pertama
orientasi sehinggalah hari yang terakhir, tanggapan
saya terhadap STM berubah secara perlahan-lahan
dan saya seperti mendapat wahyu yang baharu
daripada Tuhan. Sepanjang orientasi, kami semua
diajar dan didedahkan dengan pelbagai program
yang dijalankan di kampus ini. Pada hari Retret
Tahunan, semua pelajar diwajibkan untuk hadir
retret ini. Beberapa sesi yang telah dijalankan, dan
terdapat satu sesi yang membuatkan saya merasa
berada sangat dekat dengan Tuhan dan merasakan
hadirat-Nya secara peribadi.

Akhir sekali, saya bersyukur dengan usaha dari
EXCO pelajar yang bertungkus-lumus melakukan
persiapan menyambut pelajar yang kembali ke
kampus, khususnya bagi pelajar yang baharu. Saya
juga bersyukur kepada Tuhan dengan pensyarah
dan staf yang terlibat dalam memberi penjelasan
dan tunjuk ajar kepada kami pelajar tahun 1.

Terima kasih dan Tuhan Yesus memberkati!



Year-end Field Education F&LIHE

Listening to God in Bario

Jahani Mathis | year 4 student (BD)

One day, | had a casual conversation with a friend.
During our conversation, | asked him, “If you were
given a choice to go on a holiday or to have a
silent retreat, which place would you choose?”

Without thinking for long, he calmly answered,
“Bario.” Then he added, as if sharing something
special, “Bario is a dream place for many

L . L. ” Warming up because of theicold wedther in Bario
missionaries and Christians.

(Tetel'kayu - Traditional Kelabit kitchen in-the longhouse)
Since that conversation, the name Bario has
stayed in my mind. | began to ask myself, “What is
special about this place? Why do so many
Christians talk about it with such longing?” The
more | thought about it, the more questions | had.
At the same time, my desire to go there grew
stronger. Without realising it, Bario had captured
my heart.

| wrote an application letter to Pusat BEM (Borneo
Evangelical Mission) to do my 2025 Field Education
in Bario. Praise and thanks to God, my application
was accepted. | would also like to thank STM for
supporting my Field Education in Bario.

| arrived in Bario on 30 October 2025. When |
arrived, my heart was immediately amazed by the
beauty of nature before me. Mountains surround
the village, the air is cool on the skin, and the
gentle wind makes everything feel fresh.
Everything feels peaceful, as if nature itself is
speaking. It is not surprising that this place is
called Bario, which means “wind” in the Kelabit
language.

| am truly grateful for this opportunity that God
has given me. Here, | not only found space to rest
and calm my mind after a tiring season of study,
but also to enjoy God’s creation more deeply.

BORNEO EVANGELICAL MISSION
More than that, | was given the chance to be _' & GEREJA UMUM, BARIO

involved in pastoral ministry here. During my time
in Bario, | learned many things about life, about
ministry, and about myself.

This experience not only trained me for my calling
as a pastor but also shaped and deepened my
spiritual life. God works in simple ways, but with
deep meaning, through the people and situations
around me.

Bario taught me that sometimes God brings us far
away, not to help us escape, but to shape us,
restore us, and remind us of our true calling.

With the pastors who are serving in Bario
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FRIS]ZE Year-end Field Education

Formed Through Service
and Testimony

Jeremy Jeyaraj Christopher | Year 2 student (BD)

Hello everyone! My name is Jeremy and | am
currently pursuing the Bachelor of Divinity (BD)
degree. | completed the 2025 vyear-end field
education (FE) training at my home church, Tamil
Methodist Church Kuala Lumpur. | grew up in this
church and have been part of the congregation for
many years. It was a privilege to have had the
opportunity to serve Him more intentionally
through this year-end placement. During the 2
months of November and December 2025, | had
the responsibility to preach and lead in service,
prayer and worship.

| had to share the gospel in both Tamil and English
for my preaching assignments. Although my Tamil
isn’t perfect, | experienced God’s faithfulness as
He guided me during the preparation of my
sermons and strengthened me while delivering
them. | truly thank God. During the weekdays | was
involved in church administration, assisting the
church office staff.

One of the most meaningful and impactful
experiences during my FE was working alongside
the assistant pastor in visiting church members
from our main church and outreach ministry.
Through these visits, | encountered families from
different backgrounds and complex family
situations. Listening to their testimonies deeply
moved me, as many shared stories of pain,
perseverance and faith during times of difficulties.
| truly appreciate what God has done in my life
through hearing these testimonies and they have
moved my heart to want to help and support
others in any way that | can. Overall, my FE
experience has shaped my faith, deepened my
compassion, and reaffirmed my desire to serve
God and His people.

W
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Visiting outreach members with assistant pastor
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Freshies Night (22 January 2026)

= B $

:' L E‘r.’ fﬂ —fﬂf: ﬂ'ﬂﬂ‘ﬂﬁ

{ ok 4: 19

@-‘Ei‘&lﬁﬁr

= B sR ) flp[:ﬁmﬂmm 5

IS@ AR

FORMING & DRIVING AN EFFECTTVE
SAFETY & HEALTH COMMITTEE

?L&a 3 a ll

o training programmes at STM:

| Risk

—

nduuﬁo;i"Sewim;"
¥+ = e (’

I

|1
1

Mr. Vin Sern Tan, a trainer from the ISO
conduct two
“Forming
and Driving an Effective Safety and Health
and “Hazard Identification,
Risk  Control

Group, was engaged to

Committee”
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(HIRARC).”



A Movement

Our Guests - January

27 January 2026 - STM welcomed guests Rev. Emily Rova-
Hegener (R3) and Ashley Teter (L3) from Luther Seminary, St.
Paul, Minnesota. They were warmly received by the
Principal, Rev. Dr. Chong Siaw Fung (R2); the Dean of
Studies, Dr. Law Choon Sii (L1); the Associate Dean of
Students, Dr. Tan Ee Yan (L2); and the Associate Dean of
Studies, Rev. Dr. Lee Soo Tian (R1).

18 Jan 2026 - Rev. Dr. Chong Siaw Fung - preaching engagement at

Damansara Utama Lutheran Church.

19 Jan 2026 - An alumna from Vietnam visited STM after 19
years since graduating from STM.

From left: Mr. P. Sakhtivel, Ms. Ong Gek Lin, Ms. Nguyen Tran
Hoang Phuong (STM Alumna - MDiv 2007), Ms. Phan Nguyen Lan
Thao from Vietnam, and Ms. Christabel Wong.

29 January 2026 - A two-hour workshop was organised by the
Research & Publication Committee and led by our guest, Dr. Garbo
Hui, Senior Editor of Hong Kong Logos Publishers. She shared her
rich editorial experience with us, from which every participant
benefited greatly.

18 Jan 2026 - Rev. Dr. Elaine Goh - STM Sunday at Pandan Indah
CMC, with Rev. Jessie Pang, STM alumna, and the church leaders.

e e
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/Consequences

of the Whirlwind
in the Book of Job

with Dr. Seow Choon Leong

Public Lecture Series

What happens when God answers out of the whirlwind?

22-24 Jan 2026 - Tamil
TEE, “Pastoral Epistles,”
conducted by Rev. Dr.
Dennis Raj.

Postgraduate
Public Lecture Series:

Consequences of the
Whirlwind in the Book
of Job

With Dr. Seow Choon
Leong

Join world-renowned Hebrew Bible scholar, Dr. Seow Choon Leong, as he leads a
powerful exploration into the climactic divine speeches in the Book of Job. These six

wmteractive lectures - delivered online and hosted in-person across

s1x local churches -

unpack the theological, ecological, and poetic depth of Job 38 - 42. Each session reveals
new insights into creation, divine mystery, and the nature of faithful speech in the face of

suffering.

\ Six Interactive Hybrid Lectures Exploring Job 38 — 42

8/02/2026

(Sunday) 3-dpn

For enquiry:

28/02/2026 )
@ (Saturday) 2 dot

. + estm?2 . edu. 07/03/2026 ]
jasonteongestm2.edu.my (Saturday) 9am - 12pm
@ 14/03/2026
(Saturday) He A0pIN
012-7772368 15/03/2026 T
(Sunday) a4
18/03/2026
(Wednesday) Brakpm

For enguiry: jasonteong@stm2.edu.

Crossway Community
Cosmology Lutheran Church, Mont Kiara
= No Livestraam.
*  Recordings will be available
KL Chinese Methodist
Green Theology Church (CAC)
Trinity Methodist Church
Sacred Zoology (TRAC)
o - Permai Chinese Methodist
Divine Monstrosities Church (CAC)
: Christ Lutheran Church,
Did Job Surrender? Setapak
Speaking Rightly as the
STM MPH
LORD's Servant \

my, 012-777 2368 (WhatsApp) Public Lectures

— hosted across six Venues
10 + livestream.
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Pengantar
Perjanjian
Baru

Kursus Teras

Kursus ini memperkenalkan
pelajar kepada latar sejarah,
sosial, teologi dan sastera
Perjanjian Baru. Penekanan
diberikan kepada konteks
dunia Perjanjian Bary;
pengenalan terhadap setiap
kitab, tema utama, serta
mesej teologi keseluruhan.
Kursus ini juga membantu
pelajar memahamikubungan
antara Perjanjian Lamadan
Perjanjian Baru serta
implikasinya terhadep iman
dan pelayanan masa.kini.

Pautan Pendaftaran:

lhddFrm e/ -l ~rAarm IR C i A | |2
Nt Lo/ LI UR.COM/Fbo | Vi21D

Tarikh/AkhirPendaftaran:
2/ March 2026

2 KWz Academic News

Pensyarah:
Cik Ngallinah Osinjiu

Tarikh :

17-19 April &

2426 April 2026

Masas 7 ptg - 10mIm (Jumaat)*
8.pg - 5 ptg (Sabtu)*
2 ptg - 5 ptg (Ahad)*

*Jika ada perubahan masa, akan dimaklumkan

Lokasi :

Gereja Methodist Cina Kampar
5, Jalan Kuala Dipang
(JImiNaga Emas),

31900 Kampar.

Untuk Pertanyaan:
O bmtee@stm2.edu.my
© +606 6322815
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RECRUITMENT

We are inviting Christian servant leaders who are _
proactive, hardworking, adaptable, and team players with |
good interpersonal skills to apply for the following WE RE

positions: l
HIRING!

Requirements _

* Diploma in Executive Secretarialship or related qualification with minimum of 2-years
secretarial experience

Good command of spoken and written English. Proficiency in spoken and written Chinese
and/or Bahasa Malaysia, in addition to English, will be an advantage
e Strong attention to detail with good organisational skills

Key Responsibilities

* Assist the Principal in the day-to-day administrative and coordination duties
* Prepare notices, minutes, reports, presentations, and other correspondences
* Coordinate and provide support for meetings, events, and official functions
* Welcome and attend to guests and visitors of the Principal’s office

* Attend meetings and serve as recording secretary

e Update HR policies in the handbook

Draft reports, internal memoranda, and official correspondence

Provide administrative and operational support to the Admin & Finance Manager and Assistant
Manager (Corporate Services) as required

Requirements

* Either Diploma in Executive Secretarialship or related qualifications with minimum 5-years
secretarial experience, or

e Degree in Administration or Secretarial Studies

* Good command of spoken and written English. Proficiency in spoken and written Chinese
and/or Bahasa Malaysia, in addition to English, will be an advantage

* Strong attention to detail with good organisational skills

Job Description

e Perform all responsibilities of the Principal’s Secretary as listed above

e Assist in the corporate governance and legal compliance matters, corporate services,
communications with wider communities, and company secretarial functions

If you have a passion to serve and support the ministry of theological education, please
send your resume, recent photo and a brief cover letter to:

Assistant Manager (Corporate Services)
Email: hrestm2.edu.my

Candidates who do not possess the relevant qualifications and experience are welcome
to apply.
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Personal/ Church/ Organization Particulars Al &/ Y95
Full Name :

Church #=/ Organisation #1443/ Tan Sri fH7 8/ Datuk Z&/ Da%n% 37/ Bishop 2%/ Rev 4 i/ Dr 181/
Mr 54/ Mrs 5k A/ Madam Z =/ Ms /J\§8/ Others EAth:

Address ibiit:

Tel BBIE: H/P FH:

Preferred Language Bi%iE=:

Email E2H:

English R
Church Name &2 #5:
[=] st (o]
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Please scan to fill in STM Friends & Partners online form

BRWIASSTMER & Ik ERAS

Donations 18t

STM Friend (Individual Jo_ledgin

RM300-RM600 or more annually or RM50 x 12
months) STM & (NAZEIA#R

Z/DRM300-RM6008K L _E 5{RM50x124 B)

STM Partner (Church or Or}q_anisation Pledging RM1000-RM2000 or more
annually) STM k¥ (B aEFIAELRM1000-RM20008 L )

Donor 1Bt & @

Type of Donation f8#AZE 5! W

B Sustenance of the Seminary ¥ bRiE(E
B Library EHIE

W Donation Amount Z=EREXER:
Name P&

Bank $R1T Pemegang Amanah Seminari Theoloji Malaysia Berdaftar

Account No PS5 : RHB Bank Berhad (Swift code: RHBBMYKL)

2-14389-0007093-1

Note: For all the above, please forward the proof of payment to collections2@stm2.edu.my
or mail to the following address:

&F: BXULEFH, BEIEFERRTREBHRE:
b A] LURHEER T A FRATE AT ibht

collections2@stm2.edu.my_

9. Seminari Theoloji Malaysia, Lot 3011 Taman South East, 70100 Seremban, Negeri Sembilan.
A ]';]\Fv\ . Tel: +606 632 2815 Email: admin@stm2.edu.my
Website: www.stm.edu.my (We are on Facebook - refer to QR Code)

STM Privacy and Personal Data Protection Policy

STM is committed to protecting the privacy, confidentiality, and security of all personal data to which it is entrusted in line with the

PDPA Act 2010 & PDPA Amendment Act 2024. All information provided in the above will not be published or shared with any
unauthorised person(s).

For further detail of STM'’s Privacy and Personal Data Protection Policy, you can find it at -
https://stm.edu.my/policies/stms-privacy-policy/
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Condolences =I5 \%*

Our deepest sympathy to the family of our followiing luqz%z | "

’ Revd. Alex Kok Chee Sin who has found eternal pé: ‘_ 1 th
December 2025.

y Dato’ Revd. Samuel D. John who went home to be with the Lo

December 2025. S i

y Revd. Christopher Rao on the demise of his beloved wife
Karasu was called home to be with the Lord on 11 January.

“You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you, because he trusts in you.

Isaiah 26:3

Editorial team Berita Online:

https://www.stm.edu.my/beritastm
Publisher:
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