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Devotional Article RIEFEX

When God is Silent

Rev. Dr. Karthik Sibanyanam | STM Faculty

Psalm 28:1 - “To you, Lord, | call; you are my Rock, do not turn a
deaf ear to me. For if you remain silent, | would be like those who
go down to the pit.”

Psalm 102:1-2 - “Hear my prayer, Lord... Turn your ear to me;
When I call, answer me quickly.”

There are moments in life when we ask God a question, seek His permission, or wait for His direction and
heaven seems quiet. No words, no answers, and no sign - Just silence!

We live in a world accustomed to instant results, fast internet, and Al tools that respond to our questions
and requests immediately. But God does not work according to such demands. He works out of love and
grace, according to His perfect and beautiful timing. Like a loving Father who gives bread, not stones, and
good gifts, not harmful ones (cf. Matthew 7:9-11), what feels slow or delayed to us is often His careful,
intentional, and deeply loving work.

In the Psalms above, David cries out with urgency, pleading with God not to remain silent and to answer
quickly. This reflects something deeply human and very real: even the faithful can become anxious or
frustrated when God seems silent. We long for answers, solutions to our problems, and guidance at life’s
crossroads. Yet the reality of our spiritual life is this: God can be slow, and silent. But sometimes, His
silence itself is an answer.

God’s silence does not mean His absence. It does not mean He is uninterested or unconcerned. Often,
while we hear nothing outwardly, God is working deeply within us, shaping our faith, teaching us trust, and
drawing us closer to His heart.

When God is silent, we are invited to be silent too. Not in fear, but in trust. Not in frustration, but in rest.
Silence creates space for God to work in us. It quiets anxious thoughts and tunes our hearts to His
presence. In silence, we learn to wait. In silence, we learn to listen differently. In silence, our faith matures.

So when you find God is silent in your spiritual life, do not panic. Do not assume He is far away. Instead,
practice silence. Embrace the quiet. Enjoy the stillness in God’s presence. For in the silence, God is often
doing His deepest work. Jesus said ‘My Father is always at His work’ (cf. John 5:17). Let us respond with
admiration and adoration, marveling at how God works within us even in His silence.
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Picnic Day-9 February 2026

Jackson bin Osug | Year 3 student (MDiv)

Participating in the recent STM Picnic Day 2026 was a deeply meaningful experience that blessed my
spiritual life. | not only enjoyed the time of togetherness, but more than that, | witnessed how God works
through the fellowship of His people. The program was held at Pantai Cahaya Negeri, Port Dickson, and the
beauty of nature there truly reminded me that all creation glorifies God and declares His greatness.

| could sense the presence of God from the
beginning of the gathering. We came together as
one body in Christ, praising and worshipping Him.
The songs we sang were not merely opening
activities, they were moments to center our
hearts on Christ as the source of our joy and
strength.

Worshiping together by the ocean really restored
my soul and reminded me that true peace comes
from Him alone. The games and casual activities
were fun and engaging and it helped strengthen
brotherly love in the Lord which was the main
purpose of the gathering.

Every conversation and every moment of laughter became a channel of God’s grace, building our faith and
deepening our unity.

Overall, this Picnic Day was not simply about recreation, but about experiencing the love of Christ within a
community of faith. | am grateful that God allowed me to be part of this fellowship, and | pray that
activities like this will continue to bring glory to His name.
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o ' 23 Feb 2026 - Our guests from FAU (Friedrich-Alexander-Universitdt, Erlangen-Niirnberg) Germany.

// Seminari Theoloji Malaysia (STM) and Friedrich-Alexander-Universitat Erlangen-Nlrnberg (FAU),
Germany, jointly organised a two-week seminar on Intercultural Theology, bringing together students
) / from Germany and Malaysia.

/ |

Visits & Collaborations - February

/,

it AT
7./ /
15 Feb 2026 - Rev. Dr. Chong Siaw Fung - STM Sunday at Wesley

Methodist Church Kepong. w/
e

21 Feb 2026 - Rev. Dr. Chong Siaw Fung conducted a
theological seminar titled “ Theology and Life”
Lutheran Church Menglembu.

at Grace
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-v"ﬂ"' 22 Feb 2026 - Rev. Dr. Chong Siaw Fung - preaching engagement at

£ “ Grace Lutheran Church Menglembu.
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/ Consequences
of the Whirlwind

in the Book of Job

with Dr. Seow Choon Leong

Public Lecture Series

What happens when God answers out of the whirlwind?
Join world-renowned Hebrew Bible scholar. Dr. Seow Choon Leong. as he leads a

powerful exploration into the climactic divine speeches in the Book of Job. These six
interactive lectures - delivered online and hosted in-person across six local churches -
unpack the theological. ecological. and poetic depth of Job 38 - 42. Each session reveals
new insights into creation. divine mystery. and the nature of faithful speech in the face of
suffering,
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[1] Ecclesiastes: A New Translation with Introduction and Commentary. Anchor Bible 18c. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1997.
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BIBLICAL STUDIES SEMINAR
2026

English Session
OT Respondent

OT Presenter

NT Presenter NT Respondent

DR SEOW CHOON LEONG DR ELAINE GOH

DR SAM TSANG

DR KK YEO
Profound Worm Theology: Seeing John’s Vision, Living Ethically:
Bildad as a Theologian of Tradition An Ekphrastic Suggestion for Reading
Revelation
RSO EE Chinese Session
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Bible Archaeology

Scripture Through the Lens of History

Imagine a fascinating and unforgettable journey to key archaeological sites in
biblical lands, brought to life through visual presentations and the study of
inscriptions, coins, buildings, and other replicas related to the Bible. Discover how
historical and cultural context deepens our understanding of both the Old and
New Testaments and helps us interpret God’s Word more faithfully.

This hybinar serves as both a preparatory and integral component of the Bible
Archaeology class.

i VIRTUAL SESSION OR F2F @ THE HOUSE
1 - - 8.
THURSDAY, 9 APRIL 2026 @ 7.00PM - 8.30PM SR o P

Register at https://bit.ly/bible-arch Our Speaker:

or via QR Code below. Rev, Dr. Lim Kar Yong

STM Public Hvbinar_____________

Organised by = : i
SEMINARI THEOLOJI MALAYSIA Rev Dr Lim Kar Yong is a Senior Lecturer

(betd S0 TR SR (New Testament) at Seminari Theoloji

70100 Seremban, Negeri Sembilan ¥ )y
Malaysia. He also serves as the Director of

Email : engtee@stm2.edu.my . . v

Whatsapp: +6012-777 3287 the Diocesan Theological Education
Department and a parish priest at St

sl Upon registration, the Zoom link will be n 2 , 5
sent via email for the online session. Paul's Anghca-n Church in Petahng Jay a.
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Kepimpinan Pastoral

Kursus Elektif
Intensif/Guided (Atas Talian)

Kepimpinan adalah dimensi
penting dalam pelayanan
pastoral. Kursus ini akan
memperkenalkan pelbagai
aspek kepimpinan pastoral dan
menerangkan bagaimana
kepimpinan yang berkesan
dalam pelayanan gereja
tempatan bergantung pada
penerapan prinsip Alkitab yang
betul. Topik akan merangkumi
prinsip.amalan pastoral;
pendekatan kepimpinan dan
akauntabiliti; peranan pastoral
dan fungsi kepimpinan dalam
gereja tempatan,
membangunkan kecekapan
dalam kerja pastoral,
memahami trend perubahan
dalam pelayanan dan peranan
wanita dalam pelayanan
pastoral.

Pensyarah: Dr..Michael Labo Buaye,

LL. B (Hons) (Lond)., M. Th.

* Bekerja sebagai peguam di Brunei &
Malaysia dari 1980 - 2007.

e Mendapat ijazah DTh pada tahun
2012.

e Dilantik sebagai pensyarah dan
kordinator program sarjana dan
dekan kajian akademik di Malaysia
Evangelical Theological Seminary
(METS) dari 2024 hingga kini.

e Penatua Gereja BEM Sahabat Baru,
Lawas.

e Berkahwin dan mempunyai 5 orang
anak dewasa

z17A  Academic News

U

Tarikh :
9-13 Maec 2026

Masa :
7:00 ptg~ 10:00 mim
(Isnin-dumaat)

Pautan Pendaftaran:
https://tinyurl.com/Kepimpinan

PastoralSTMonline

Tarikh AKhirPendaftaran:
20 Februari 2026

Untuk Pertanyaan:
© bmtee@stm?2.edu.my
® +606 6322815

11
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DWM Bishop and installation of the 6th DWM Bishop

Congratulations

&

(Left) The 6" DWM Bishop, The Rt Revd. Dr.
Stephen Soe and (right) The 5" DWM Bishop,

The Rt. Revd. Dr. Steven Abbarow

|

f
¥
The 6" DWM Bishop,
The Rt. Revd. Dr. Stephen Soe Chee Cheng
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RECRUITMENT

We are inviting Christian servant leaders who are _
proactive, hardworking, adaptable, and team players with ]
good interpersonal skills to apply for the following WE RE

HIRING!

Principal’s Secretary
Requirements _

* Diploma in Executive Secretarialship or related qualification with minimum of 2-years
secretarial experience

* Good command of spoken and written English. Proficiency in spoken and written Chinese
and/or Bahasa Malaysia, in addition to English, will be an advantage

* Strong attention to detail with good organisational skills

Key Responsibilities

* Assist the Principal in the day-to-day administrative and coordination duties

* Prepare notices, minutes, reports, presentations, and other correspondences

* Coordinate and provide support for meetings, events, and official functions

* Welcome and attend to guests and visitors of the Principal’s office

* Attend meetings and serve as recording secretary

e Update HR policies in the handbook

* Draft reports, internal memoranda, and official correspondence

* Provide administrative and operational support to the Admin & Finance Manager and Assistant
Manager (Corporate Services) as required

Executive Secretary

Requirements

e Either Diploma in Executive Secretarialship or related qualifications with minimum 5-years
secretarial experience, or

e Degree in Administration or Secretarial Studies

* Good command of spoken and written English. Proficiency in spoken and written Chinese
and/or Bahasa Malaysia, in addition to English, will be an advantage

* Strong attention to detail with good organisational skills

Job Description

e Perform all responsibilities of the Principal’s Secretary as listed above

* Assist in the corporate governance and legal compliance matters, corporate services,
communications with wider communities, and company secretarial functions

If you have a passion to serve and support the ministry of theological education, please
send your resume, recent photo and a brief cover letter to:

Assistant Manager (Corporate Services)
Email: hrestm2.edu.my

Candidates who do not possess the relevant qualifications and experience are welcome
to apply.




How to Support STM | A IHESTM | esiianm) 2 ruseiier o1 &T6meIs STeumd
Personal/ Church/ Organization Particulars Al &/ #1935

Full Name : :
Church #=/ Organisation 3/ Tan Sri F1H7E/ Datuk £/ Da%n% Z37/ Bishop 28/ Rev #&/fi/ Dr 8L/
Mr 54/ Mrs 5k A/ Madam =/ Ms /J\§8/ Others EAth:

Address ibiit:

Tel BBIE: H/P FH:

Preferred Language B%&iES: English )¢

Email E2H[:

Church Name H& &K

Please scan to fill in STM Friends & Partners online form

BRWIESSTMER & (kL ERAS

Donations 18t

STM Friend (Individual P_Iedgin RM300-RM600 or more annually or RM50 x 12
months) STM & (M AZEINEE/PRM300-RM6008E L _EZERM50x124N8)

STM Partner (Church or Or/g_anisation Pledging RM1000-RM2000 or more
annually) STM X ## (H=ENEFFIAFELRM1000-RM20005% LA £)

Donor E@t &

Type of Donation $8EAZEF!

Sustenance of the Seminary 438 F RinlE
Library Bl H4E
Donation Amount Z=EAEER:

Name 43
Bank 817 : Pemegang Amanah Seminari Theoloji Malaysia Berdaftar
Account No F[O5#3 : RHB Bank Berhad (Swift code: RHBBMYKL)

2-14389-0007093-1

Note: For all the above, please forward the proof of payment to collections2@stm2.edu.my,

or mail to the following address:

BxUULEFEE, BEIESERIBITEIEREE collections2@stm2.edu.my

& AT LORREBF LA FRATE LA T sk

Seminari Theoloji Malaysia, Lot 3011 Taman South East, 70100 Seremban, Negeri Sembilan.
Tel: +606 632 2815 Email: admin@stm?2.edu.my

Website: www.stm.edu.my (We are on Facebook - refer to QR Code)

STM Privacy and Personal Data Protection Policy

STM is committed to protecting the privacy, confidentiality, and security of all personal data to which it is entrusted in line with the
PDPA Act 2010 & PDPA Amendment Act 2024. All information provided in the above will not be published or shared with any
unauthorised person(s).

For further detail of STM'’s Privacy and Personal Data Protection Policy, you can find it at -
https://stm.edu.my/policies/stms-privacy-policy/
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“You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you, because he trusts in you.

Isaiah 26:3
Editorial Team Berita Online:
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e Mr. Chan Eik Kent
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e Ms. Delaila Singa (BM) = admin@stm2.edu.my

e Ms. Mahimai Doss Josephine (Tamil)
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o Ms. Delaila Singa Negeri Sembilan, Malaysia
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