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Be Peacemakers—Laying Down Our Perceived Rights

Rev. Dr. Lee Tan Peng | STM Faculty

| was deeply moved by a song during worship on an STM Sunday at a church. As the words were sung, |
was reminded of Jesus Christ, who willingly laid down His life for us. Through His sacrifice, He brought us
peace—not only peace with God, but also peace with one another.

Paul writes: “His purpose was to create in Himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making peace,
and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which He put to death their
hostility” (Ephesians 2:15-16).

This passage invites us to examine our own relationships.
Are there walls we have built around our hearts? Are there
grudges, prejudices, or wounds that continue to divide us
from others? Jesus not only calls us to receive His peace but
also to become instruments of His peace.

The song's lyrics reminded me that following Christ means
laying down our perceived rights—the rights we believe we
deserve, such as being treated fairly, having our own way, or
putting our interests first. As we gaze upon the cross, we are
reminded that true discipleship often involves surrendering
our claims, privileges, and expectations for the sake of
obedience to God, love for others, and the unity of His
people.

/ )
The daily life of the church is the ongoing outworking of i ,%%:/;15,';‘/; .
God's redemptive plan. We are called to live a new life in —
Christ, marked by holiness, love, humility, and mutual
submission. The cross is more than a symbol of forgiveness;
it is God's answer to our brokenness and division. Through
Christ's death, the wall of hostility between God and
humanity was torn down, and the barriers that separate
people from one another were removed. In Christ, we are
brought into one body, united by His grace and love.

As we remember our identity as Christ’s disciples, may we
be willing to lay down our pride, our resentment, and even
our perceived rights, just as He laid down His life for us. May
His peace reign in our hearts, enabling us to live in
reconciliation with God and with one another, and to bear
witness to the unity He has accomplished through the cross.
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